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controlled by their supplies, in comparison  with which the may,.
factures of the Penitentiary smount scarcely to one per cent, ang
have not the slightest perceptible influence upon the marke
That this is the true state of the case, cannot be denied, and stop.
ping the manufactures of the Penitentiary would not alter the cas
or-benefit the artizans of Baltimcre in the smallest degree—be.
cause substitutes for the Penitentiary goods, coming directly iy
competition with those of the Baltimore artizans, would be intr,.
duced from other states to any extent of demand. But, on the
contrary, the suspension of the Penitentiary labors would maei.
ally injure the mechanies and the communrity of Baltimore at large,
- as will presently be shown.

The goods made at the Penitentiary, which are chiefly complain.
ed of, are linseys and the cotton plaids and stripes; but these are
all sold at much higher prices than the similar goods which, it is

‘alleged, we are.enabled to undersell. 'The plaids and stripes, for

instance, are fixed at sixteen cents, and not sold under; while
those of the privates rate at 12 to 14 cents. The linseys bear a
similar proportion. The Penitentiary gcods are certainly as much
better, and it is not 10 be denied that the best goods are generally
.cheapest. But the manufactures of the Penitentiary, it is well
known, are mostly sold to a different class.of customers,who would
purchase few or none of the inferior articles, even if those of the
Penitentiary were not to be had. By far the greater part of those
articles manufactured there, we think at least three-fourths, are
sold to traders residing out of the state.

In the preparation of the various materials, such as yarns, leath-
er, &e., used in the manufactures of the Peritentiary, a great num-
ber of our mechanies and other citizens find employment—many
morc, it 1s believed, than the number of those who complain that
they are aggrieved. The erection of the buildings of the Peniten-
tiary, from its establishment to the present tine, embrace an ex-
penditure of upwards of $250,000. Besides which are the cor-
stant expenditures for the regular support of the institution,amount-
ing alwars lo large sums, and for several years past to between
$30,000 and $41,000 annually; exclusive of the supplies of mate-
-rials for its manufactures, which amounted last year to no less than
the sum of §88,000. The greater part of these large expendiiures
have been circulated among the mechanics, manufacturers, mer-

chants aud other industrious classes of this city.

"Can any candid man deny that the expenditures of such large
sums of money is a great benefit to the mechanies, laborers and
other classes of this community, far beyond  any injury that can
possibly arise to any class of them from the competition of Peni-
tentiary labor, even admitting that the competition was actually
injurious to the extent alleged? Nor can it he donhted_ that if the

= I .

» . o~ R | I -
Tromstamtzara: Actabtichiioiant accrreem b b o e 1 . =il isas
S B RIS IS R - SRR SRR ) R o e b b m e TE T T AT e s S T e oa T . w
bt hthas i R A - = - RAs N v WA M. SR wamem ety

would be deprecated as a luss to Baltimore, and considered as an
1mportant advantage to the citizens of the place at which it m! h
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